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[bookmark: _GoBack]DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – August 21, 2018
5:30 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex
1625 Harry Byrd Hwy
Darlington, SC 29532

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair)		William Hudson, Dist. 3	
		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1  (Vice Chair) 	Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6		Wes Woodard, Dist. 5
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2	

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 			Julie Ritz, Planner I
Paula Newton, Planner III		Dustin Bruce, Fire Marshal, DCFD

Absent:		Unseated Commissioner, Dist. 7	
Wayne Yarborough, Planner II	

Guests:		Ben Ludwig - Representative from Southern Current Solar Company 
Olesya Pavlenko - Representative from Southern Current Solar Company
		Earthalyn Sellers
Saundra Rogers Walker
Gus Snipes

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda (with location, date, and time change) was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.



PUBLIC HEARING
Chairman Chad White called for Public Hearing comments at 5:30 p.m.  

Chairman White stated that this Public Hearing was called to provide citizens a time to comment about the proposed solar farm to be located on W Bobo Newsom Hwy (Hartsville).  He invited those present to come forward and make comments.

Ms. Earthalyn Rogers Sellers introduced herself and her sister Sandra Rogers Walker, and stated that they were there representing their family’s interests.  She stated that they owned property within 1300’ of the proposed site of the solar farm, as the letter they received stated.  She stated she didn’t have questions then, but maybe later.  Chairman White responded that the Public Hearing was a time to state any concerns or comments.  Mrs. Sellers thanked the Commissioners and stated she would wait until the Solar Company’s presentation.  Chairman White thanked her for her time. 

Chairman White called for any other comments.  Hearing none, Chairman White closed the Public Hearing at 5:32 p.m. on Tuesday, August 21, 2018.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday August 21, 2018, at 5:32 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)



IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)


V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 17, 2018 

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Mike Sprott to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on July 17, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.

[bookmark: _Hlk522692071]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on August 21, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None
VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS 

* April Byrd & Gus Snipes – Acres Mobile Home Park

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  This park is located south of Sandwood Dr near Lake Robinson.  This park was an existing park, that when ownership changed hands, had to be brought up to existing standards.  The MHP was originally designed with two roads, Acres and Afrance.  Over time, these roads have deteriorated.  The Fire Marshall failed the road on inspection. Because of the length of the roads, the Fire Code requires turn arounds.  Unfortunately, this would require the loss of lots with existing infrastructure.   

Mr. Snipes came forward and stated that he had met with the Fire Marshall and that they had come to a compromise for this Mobile Home Park.  He stated they had set aside a 30’-wide strip for storage, and instead would leave that dedicated for a 60’ turnaround with appropriate turning radius at the corner of each. Chairman White asked the Fire Marshal for his input.  Fire Marshal Dustin Bruce stated that the Darlington County Fire Department stated that the Fire Department takes the clearances for width and clearances seriously for operating space and multiple trucks and equipment going in and out of a scene.  He stated that time and care was taken in the review of this proposed design.  He stated that the Fire Department feels that this design is an adequate change for this one time to allow the developers to keep what they want and to provide for the Fire Department’s needs.  Chairman White thanked Mr. Snipes and Fire Marshal Bruce and called for discussion from the Commissioners.  Commissioner Sprott asked Staff if there were any other concerns.  Staff responded no.  With no further discussion evident, Chairman White called for a motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk522706706]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Jernigan to GRANT a Variance to DSO 5.2.C.5 and 5.2.C.6 Street Construction Standards, cul-de-sac and turnarounds requirements to allow a one-time change using the layout as proposed to the Darlington County Fire Department that will dedicate a 30’-wide, 60’ long strip, with appropriate turning radius, for turnaround purposes.  Motion carried unanimously.



· Evans Construction – Dogwood Acres Subdivision

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff stated that no one was present to speak to this request.  Director Cribb asked the Commissioners to consider the items in the agenda packet.  She stated that the area in question was originally platted in 1958 as a subdivision. Dogwood Acres is in Hartsville.  In 2016, several lots were surveyed together perhaps for tax purposes.  Evans Construction would like to go back to the original platted lots.  Staff stated that it was an approved subdivision that was never finished.  Chairman White called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Jernigan to GRANT a Variance to DSO 7 to allow the developer to go back to the original approved 1958 subdivision layout for the subdivision known as “Dogwood Acres”.  Motion carried unanimously.

XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT 

· 1634 Solar Energy Systems, TM# 058-00-01-155 – Entrance off of W Bobo Newsom Hwy.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.   Staff reported that all requirements have been met.  
Chairman White called for a motion.  

[bookmark: _Hlk522708441]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the solar farm application by Southern Current, LLC, as they have met all ordinance requirements, this site being known 1634 Solar Energy Systems, TM# 058-00-01-155, with the entrance located off of W Bobo Newsom Hwy.  Motion carried unanimously.

XIII. OLD BUSINESS - None

XIV. NNEW BUSINESS – None

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – Planning and Zoning Staff/Commissioners training July 18, 2018.

· Staff reported that Mr. Francis Parnell requested that Staff share this information with the Planning Commission.  

No motions made.  Information only.

· Variance for Charlie Shumpert – DSO Section 5.5, 7.8(B), and 7.9.2 for lots 26, 27, & 28

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff reported that after meeting with Director Bobby Richardson (Roads & Bridges) and County Administrator Charles Stewart, that this request needs to go before County Council.   Chairman White called for a motion.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Mike Sprott to SEND the request for a variance to DSO 5.5, 7.8 (b) and 7.9.2 for lots 26, 27, and 28 of Stokes Place, Section 2, Phase III.  Motion carried unanimously.













XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS  - None


XVII. ADJOURNMENT –Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, August 21st, 2018 at 5:39 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

